
MEM National Plenary Meeting, November 5th 2015 

 

Seveso III -  

The COMAH Regulations 2015 

Pat Conneely, Health & Safety Authority 



Presentation Overview 

Å The COMAH establishments 

Å Notification & Inspection 

Å LUP & significant modifications 

Å Emergency Planning, Information to the public 

Å LCA reporting form 

 



COMAH site distribution 



Tier Distribution 
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COMAH Sector Distribution 

Fertiliser & Pet. Storage

Gas , Explosives

Spirit, Food, Chemical

Bulk Petroleum Stores

Pharmachem

LPG

Power, Refinery, LNG

Warehousing, Waste



Consultation Process 

Å 13th August 2012 to June 1st 2015 

Å Regulatory Impact Analysis 

Å Draft Regulations published 

Å Public comments reviewed 

Å SI 209 of 2015 and Guide on June 1st  2015 

 



Notification Under SI 209 of 2015 

Å All operators by June 1st 2016 

Å Prescribed form - electronic 

Å Basic information  

Å Public information 

Å Trial phase completed 

 

Required Information

Activity (or proposed activity) at the 

establishment

-

Tier (Sch. 5) V

Tier of establishment 

Required Information 

Details of nearest neighbouring COMAH 

establishment(s) with the potential for 

domino effects

Details of neigbouring site(s) outside scope 

of the Regulations which could be the 

source, or increase the risk or 

consequence, of a major accident.

Areas and developments that could be the 

source of, or increase the risk or 

consequence of, a major accident

Include a scaled (not less than 1:2,500) site 

'map' showing the location and quantities 

of the dangerous substances listed above. 

The map must display  a scale bar and 

direction indicator. 

Include a scaled (not less than 1:10,000) 

area 'map' that clearly shows the 

establishment boundary, neighbouring 

establishments, external sources of major 

accidents and the location of the significant 

human and environmental receptors. The 

map must display  a scale bar and direction 

indicator. 

V

Purpose of Notification 

-

IED Does the IED apply?

E-PRTR Does the EPRTR apply?

Go to Confidentiality Page

Para (5) of 

Schedule 5 

Part 1 - 

Further 

Information

Required Information

adequate information about the behaviour in the 

event of a major accident 
 = = Response Not Selected = =

-

 = = Type Not Selected = =

The CCA will put the following information on the website as standard. 

On 'adequate information about the behaviour in the event of a major accident': 

Members of the public are advised to co-operate with any instructions or requests from the emergency 

services in the event of an accident or potential accident .

On where further information may be obtained:

In the first instance, further information may be available from the operator. Subject to Regulation 26 

('Access to information and confidentiality') information may be available from the Health and Safety 

Authority, on request. 

For upper tier establishments this additional information will be provided: Information may also be available 

on request from the Local Authority, the Gardai and the Health Services Executive in relation to external 

emergency plans, subject to Regulation 2.

Supplied Information

Supplied Information

Reg.  8(1)(f) -

Activity
V

 = = Response Not Selected = =

 = = Response Not Selected = =

Information the CCA intends to provide electronically to the public is ticked in the 'Public' column of 

the table above. If you consider that any of the other information supplied is confidential under the 

exclusions available under the Access to Information on the Environment  Regulations (AIER) and 

should not be released to requests under the AIER you must specifically indicate which piece of 

information is to be excluded. As the processing of confidential information  places a significant 

burden on the CCA, any claim should be justified with further relevant supporting argument. The 

amount of confidential information should be kept to the minimum consistent with the AIER. Under 

AIER, the disclosure decision resides with the public authority that holds the information.

Section 2: Additional Information for the public (for the CCA website), Regulation 25 & Schedule 5 

Part 1

Change in information referred to in paras 1(a), 1(b) or 1 (c) of 

Regulation 8

Embed the file in this cell.

Embed the file in this cell.

Para (5) of 

Schedule 5 

Part 1 -  How 

Public will be 

warned

General information about how the public will be 

warned, if necessary; 

or where that information can be accessed 

electronically

Supplied Information

 = = Tier Not Selected = =

 = = Response Not Selected = =

Confidentiality

The immediate 

environment 

of the 

establishment 

and factors 

likely to cause 

a major 

accident or 

aggravate the 

consequences 

thereof [8(g)]

-

Purpose

Any additional information the operator would like 

to include:

Data Type Web Required Information

V Registered Name

V Trade Name

V Address 1

V Address 2

V Address 3

V Address 4

V County 

V
Eircode

V
Website

Latitude (decimal  degree) 51. -- -- -- --

Longitude (decimal  degree) -06. -- -- -- --

V Address 1

V Address 2

V Address 3

V Address 4

V County

V
Eircode

V Name of person in charge of establishment

V Position of person in charge

Contact Name

Contact e-mail

V
Date of notification submission

V Name of Dangerous Substance Dangerous Characteristics 
Named 

Substance (NS)

NS H-

statement

Section 1 : General Information

 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =

9

10

 = Form Not 

Selected =

 = Form Not 

Selected =

2

3

 = Form Not 

Selected =

7

8

 = Form Not 

Selected =

 = Form Not 

Selected =

 = Form Not 

Selected =

4

 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =
 = = 

Response 

Not Selected 

= =

1

SI 209 of 2015 -  Notification Form

Supplied Information

5

6

 = Form Not 

Selected =

Reg. 8(1)(a) - 

Operator 

Name

Establishment 

Address

Reg.  8(1)(b) - 

Registered 

Place of 

Business (if 

different to 

above)
 = = County Not Selected = =

 = = County Not Selected = =

Reg. 8(1)(c) - 

Person in 

Charge

 = Form Not 

Selected =

 = Form Not 

Selected =

 = Form Not 

Selected =

Regs.  8(1)(d) 

and 8(1)(e) & 

para (4) of 

Schedule 5, 

Part 1  - 

Quantity & 

physical form 

of the 

dangerous 

substances 

and 

information 

sufficient to 

identify the 

dangerous 

substance and 

category of 

the dangerous 

substance

Quantity 

(tonne)

Substance 

Form

Hazard Categories of the Dangerous 

Substance

Dangerous Substances

In the next table, provide the name and relevant details for each dangerous substance present in the 

establishment in quantities greater than 2% of the lower  threshold - whether in Part 1 or Part 2 of Schedule 

1 (and less than this if their location in the establishment means they can act as an initiator of a major 

accident elsewhere in the establishment). Begin with the highest threshold substances.



Inspection Under SI 209 of 2015 

Å Article 20/Regulation 22  

Å Approach changing since 2013 

Å Information available to public 

Å Keep COMAH inspection separate 

Å Transparency 

 

 



RCS Assessment  System 



Inspection Topics 



LOPA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: Exida/ISA (2009) 



Inspection Checklists 

ÅChecklists are used where appropriate to prompt on 
ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ΨǎŎƻǊŜΩ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜǎ 

ÅExample - Emergency response plans /procedures (ERP) 
might be an important  prevention or mitigation layer: 



Modifications and LUP 

Å Articles 11, 13, 15 of Seveso Directive 

Å Modifications ς Regulation 12 

Å LUP ς Regulation 24 

 



LUP and Fire Authority 

Fire Authority should be consulted by Planning Section 

on: 

Å Siting & development of new establishments 

Å Lower to upper-tier 

Å Significant changes 

Å Relevant developments in the vicinity 

 

 

 



Modifications and LUP 

 

 



Emergency Planning 

Part 4 of the SI 209: 

Å 13 ς Objectives 

Å 14  - Implementation 

Å 15 ς Internal Emergency Plans 

Å 16 ς External Emergency Plans 

Å 17 ς Review, testing & reporting of EEPs 

 

 

 



Local Competent Authorities 

 

ÅAn Garda Siochána, HSE, local Fire Service. 

ÅNotified in writing by the CCA 

Å Individually or collectively prepare an external emergency 

plan 



Emergency Plans - Objectives  

 
ÅContaining and controlling incidents so as to minimise 

the effects, and to limit damage to human health, the 
environment and property 

Å Implementing the necessary measures to protect human 
health and the environment from the effects of major 
accidents 

ÅCommunicating the necessary information to the public 
and to the services or authorities concerned in the area 

ÅProviding for the restoration and clean-up of the 
environment following a major accident 

 



External Emergency Plans - Details  

 

Å External Emergency plans and tests  must link with the 

scenarios described in the safety report 

Å Arrangements for providing assistance with on-site mitigatory 

action 

Å Arrangements to be made  for providing the public, and 

neighbouring establishments or sites, with specific information  



External Emergency Plans 

 
Å Operator to supply necessary information to LCA 

Å Not contingent on safety report conclusion 

Å tƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ΨŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩ ǘƻ ŜƴǘŜǊ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ 

Å Consultation required with other bodies (CCA, EPA) and public on the 

draft plan 

Å Plan to be tested every 3 years 

Å Report annually to CCA on activity  



Internal Emergency Plans 

 

ÅUpper-tier only 

Å5Ǌŀǿƴ ǳǇ ƛƴ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘΧ[/!ǎ 

ÅLCA to provide information to operator if necessary 

ÅPlan to be tested every 3 years 

 



Public Information Zone 

 

ÅWho are the persons  likely 

to  be  affected by  a  major 

accident ? 

Å Not consultation distance or 

external emergency plan zone! 

Likely 

ÅWithin the realm of credibility; plausible 

Å Believable or feasible; plausible 

ÅProbably or presumably 

ÅHaving a high probability of occurring or 

being true : very probable   

 



Information on Safety Measures for Public 

ÅObligation on operator 

ÅInform persons/institutions in the identified area 

ÅSafety measures & correct behaviour to adopt 

ÅProvide information at least every 5 years 

ÅLCA to be consulted on content 

ÅInformation following a major accident 

 



Part 2 ï Information for Public Web 



How public will be warned 



Behaviour in event of a major accident 



Role of CCA / LCA 

Åthe άCentral /ƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ shall be responsible, for carrying out 
the duties laid down for the competent authority in the Directive and as 
prescribed in these Regulations, with the exception of those reserved for a 
public authority under subparagraph (b), but inclusive, with regard to such 
reserved functions, of the role of ensuring that the procedures for carrying 
out the duties of any public authority designated under subparagraph (b) 
are fully coordinated with its own procedures 

Åa public authority ΧŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ Χ ŀǎ ŀ άƭƻŎŀƭ ŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ for the 
purpose of carrying out their duties in relation to external emergency plans 
under these Regulations 

ÅCompetent authorities appointed under paragraph (1)(b) shall co-operate 
with the Central Competent Authority to the extent that is required to 
allow the Authority to fulfil its functions. 



Reporting Role of CCA 

Å//!Υ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ нмόмύόƎύ Χ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜŀŦǘŜǊΣ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ the 
report to the European Commission on the implementation of the 
Directive as required by Article 21(2) of the Directive. 

 

ÅLCA: Regulation 17(5) .. A local competent authority shall, individually 
or collectively with other relevant local competent authorities, submit 
to the Central Competent Authority, within two months of the end of 
each calendar year, an annual report of its activities under Regulation 
16 and this Regulation during that year, in accordance with such 
guidelines as may be given by the Central Competent Authority. 

 



EU Report 2015-2018 (1) 

1.     Have external emergency plans been established for all upper-tier 

establishments for which this was required during the reporting period? If 

not, for how many upper-tier establishments has no external emergency 

plan  been established?  

2. For how many of the upper-tier establishments have the authorities 

decided that it was not necessary to draw up an external emergency plan 

in accordance with Article 12(8) of Directive 2012/18/EU? 

3. Where the answer to question (2) is one or more, provide the 

justification submitted by the relevant competent authority in each 

instance.  
 



EU Report 2015-2018 (2) 

 4. Have external emergency plans been tested over the last three 

years for all  upper-tier establishments? If not, in how many cases 

has the external emergency plan not been tested? 

5. Provide information about the main arrangements for 

consulting the public concerned on external emergency plans.  

6. Give a brief explanation of the way external emergency plans 

are tested (e.g. part test, full test, involving emergency services, 

desk top etc.). Specify the criteria used when considering 

whether an external emergency plan is adequate. 
 



Name

Address 1

Address 2

Address 3

Address 4

Eircode

Contact Person(s)

Phone

Email

Name of Authorised Officer (if appointed)

Information about the local competent authority

Local Competent 

Authority 1

Current upper-tier establishments (#)

Proposed upper-tier establishments (#)

EEPs in public consultation process (#)

EEPs in place (#)

EEPs tested this year (#)

EEPs due for test and not tested (#)

Summary Information about the External Emergency Plans (EEPs)

Number of 

establishments and 

EEPs 



General EEP Details 

Date EEP adopted Date of most recent review of EEP

Operator

EPA

HSA

Public

In what manner did the LCA consult with the public on the EEP?

General EEP Details

Date of consultation with

Name of Establishment Address of establishment

Name(s) of other LCAs consulted in the preparation of the EEP



EEP Test Details 

Did the test address  clean-up and restoration of 

the environment?

Did the operator test the IEP at the same time as 

the EEP was tested?

Data not entered

Test details for this 

reporting period (for 

2015 complete the 

details for the most 

recent test)

Details of the test review & any significant changes made to the EEP following the test

Data not entered

Details of Scenario Tested

Details of cooperation with other LCAs in the test (if any) [Reg. 17(4)]

Test typeMajor accident scenario tested (from the safety 

report)



Other Information 

Did the LCA supply information to the operator 

about the EEP - [Reg. 16(3)]?
Data not entered

Is there a clear understanding with the operator 

on the assistance that will be provided for on-

site and off-site mitigatory action (Schedule 4)?

Data not entered

Does the EEP make provision for informing the 

public after a major accident [Reg. 16(13)]?
Data not entered

Was the LCA consulted on the content of the 

information provided to the public [Reg. 25(4)]?

Information

Did group give collective information?

Data not entered

Data not entered
Were you satisfied with the  information 

provided by the operator [Reg. 16(2)]?

Is establishment part of a Domino group?
Data not entered

Data not entered



Check for updates! 

 

 


